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Y In late 2017 hearts sank for millions
of people who know and love sail
racing in the Caribbean as they
watched the desperate news roll 
in hour after hour. Three major
hurricanes tore an ugly path of
destruction through the Leeward
Islands during September and
October. Two of them, Hurricanes
Irma and Maria, both reached the
highest measurable wind rates,
revolving up to a level of Category 5
in strength. Those who observed the
satellite meteorology were shocked
to see the deeply-distressing images
of three major hurricanes
progressing in a merciless line
through the Atlantic, Caribbean and
Gulf of Mexico. The sight of the tiny
islands of Barbuda and St Barts,
clearly identifiable and visible in the
eye of these monstrous systems,
was genuinely heartbreaking. 
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Warm and
reliable
breeze, 
gin-clear seas
and a vibe
that’s always
relaxing.
That’s why 
so many
competitive
sailors – of
every level of
experience –
return to the
Caribbean
circuits year
after year…
This is the
glorious 42m
Frers ketch
Rebecca
gliding past
Necker Island
at the top of
Virgin Gorda
in the BVI

Considering how much
catastrophic damage and
devastation was caused to the civil
and marine infrastructure in some
areas, and considering how this
destruction occurred only a matter 
of weeks before the opening of the
Caribbean sailing season, one was
left in little doubt that the CSA
(Caribbean Sailing Association)
regatta year would be somewhat
different in 2018, to say the least.
How could the various regatta
organisers even hope to arrange
racing in the face of such
overwhelming logistical challenges?

The season was different and in a
number of ways. Some events were
indeed cancelled and there can be
no doubt that a number of vessels
chose to follow a different agenda
during the 2018 season, excluding
their usual Caribbean participation. 

However given the monumental
odds against, few would have
believed early in 2018 that there
would be a such a supreme effort
made to rebuild the infrastructure so
quickly in the many islands affected.
With notable exceptions (eg the
RORC Caribbean 600), the numbers
of entrants were down in many
regattas as expected – and the
massive devastation across the
British and US Virgin Islands meant
that being ready in time was an
impossible task for the organisers of
sailing events around those islands,
forcing some of them to cancel. But,
astoundingly, the majority of the
events did go ahead as planned.

The early Caribbean regattas all
took place in the unaffected islands
of Barbados, Grenada and Antigua 
as usual. In Barbados the newly-
formatted Barbados Sailing Week

The magnificent fightback
After the hurricanes few thought that organisers would even run most of
their 2018 regattas, let alone so successfully. Sailors and locals worked
together to rebuild, because when you love something, you fight for it
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delivered an excellent mix of coastal
races including the Mount Gay Round
Barbados Race, from which the
series originated, and the Ocean
Passage to Antigua, back in time for
the Super Yacht Challenge. This was
quickly followed by Grenada Sailing
Week, allowing for the vaguely
northerly sail for the many race
charter and Caribbean boats that
form the heart of this regatta. The
fleet is a tight 50 boats, which means
the event retains a warm, friendly
sailor-centric spirit and a wonderfully
authentic old-time West Indian
feeling to the occasion.

Forty years ago there were
probably only three regattas in the
Caribbean that one could seriously
consider of note in an international
sense. Participating numbers were as
low as 30 entrants. Thirty years ago
there were only seven events and 
20 years ago probably only nine or
10 that would qualify as international
in stature, but with participating
entrants as high as 250 boats. Today
with 13 recognised events and a
wide cross section of international
offerings including two world class
offshore races, there has never been
more choice or diversity for those
who love racing among these islands.
The CSA can take enormous credit
for being an organisation that is
associated with an international 
and unified programme that is quite
simply unmatched anywhere else 
in the world.

Antigua Sailing Week is now more
than half a century old and many will
still recall the schooner races up and
down the islands. But Antigua Sailing
Week remains the founding father of
the Caribbean regattas – and the

elements of that are what we still 
see today in most if not all of the
Caribbean programmes. A
competitive edge out on the course,
but always plenty of fun in the sun
when the racing’s done. Over the
years, new events have grown (and
then shrunk) and other new events
have been established, some of
which have then either gradually
disappeared, completely changed in
structure or moved to another venue
such as the first Nautor’s Swan event
originally held in Antigua in early
1980s – now sailed in the BVI. 

As history progressed the appetite
for certain types of regattas in the
Caribbean struck a chord. At one
particular time, bareboat charter 
with destination racing proved 
very popular. Many Caribbean
competitors in the 1980s and 
1990s would expect to be staying 
on the vessel they were racing. 
Then, as the types of yachts
participating changed, many of the
boats either had less room for the
crew or were less comfortable to stay
on, actively discouraging onboard
accommodation. Aspirations became
higher and some people participating
now found the idea of a comfortable
hotel or villa hugely attractive, and
those options were becoming readily
available ashore. So destination
racing became less popular for
teams who then had to travel by taxi
to and from the boat, which could be
in a different area each day.
Organisers had to address this and
today, for example, the fleet at
Antigua Sailing Week now returns 
to the same venue after every race 
– a big change from earlier years.
However, there are still two

destination parties, a layday and 
a party at the end of the regatta 
that are not part of the racing
programme. So boats can cruise 
to and moor at those events if they
so choose – it’s proved to be a very
successful format. 

Herein lies a significant equation
that has to be addressed by all
Caribbean regatta organisers. How
do they adapt to the changing needs
of the regatta format? How do they
accommodate any new aspirations,
including those of owners who now
bring vessels with professional
crews, while still satisfying
participants of long standing who 
are perfectly happy with the existing
formats? After various changes and
some undeniably lean years, the
race committee and the organisers
at the 2018 Antigua Sailing Week
have shown a beacon of light in the
way a regatta should be run in the
Caribbean – and they proved the
CSA rule to be a singularly-useful 
tool in their endeavour. 

In 2018 the variety of vessels
participating at Antigua Sailing Week
was as broad and diverse as it could
possibly be in any regatta of some
120 boats. Many of the class splits
between boats in the two divisions
were hard choices but the organisers
manged to satisfy most competitors
– addressing many requests and
making class and rating changes
almost up to the last minute before
the start of racing. As an example of
their success, in one class there was
a 40-year-old Bruce Farr IOR design
battling for line and handicap
honours against a two-year-old JPK
1080 and a new Sunfast 3600.
Many of their races were won or lost

62 SEAHORSE 

The Farr 65
Spirit of Isis
crosses
ahead of the
Swan 51
Northern
Child at the
start of the
day’s racing
during
Antigua
Sailing Week.
Chartering
means that
many more
sailors can
get the
chance to
experience
racing in the
Caribbean
(once you’re
hooked, it
seems pretty
certain that
you’re really
hooked...)
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16 – 24 JANUARY 2019 
Barbados Sailing Week
www.barbadossailingweek.com

We can’t wait to welcome you to Barbados, the home of Mount
Gay Rum! With a programme comprising three days of coastal
inshore races, the 60nm Round Barbados Race and the 300nm
Ocean Passage Race to Antigua, all of which can be entered
independently of each other, there is something for all sailors to
enjoy. If you break one of the 18 Round Barbados records you’ll
take home a special prize by winning your skipper’s weight in
Mount Gay Extra Old Rum.

facebook: Barbados Sailing Week

27 JANUARY – 1 FEBRUARY 2019
Grenada Sailing Week 
www.grenadasailingweek.com

With record participation in 2018, Grenada Sailing Week is 
well established on the regatta circuit, attracting regional and
international competitors. Grenada’s great sailing conditions
make an exciting start to the Caribbean racing season. The
regatta kicks off on Sunday 27 January at Camper &
Nicholson’s Port Louis Marina for the Skippers Briefing and 
first two race days, then transitions to Secret Harbour Marina
for fun lay day, the last two race days and final prize giving. 
With 2 venues, 4 race days and 6 nights of parties, you will be
sure to 'Spice it up'  during Grenada Sailing Week 2019.

31 JANUARY – 3 FEBRUARY 2019 
Superyacht Challenge Antigua
www.superyachtchallengeantigua.com

Hosted by the Admiral’s Inn and Antigua Rigging in association
with National Parks Antigua, the seventh edition of the
Superyacht Challenge Antigua is now a well-established
superyacht event. Up to 15 superyachts (80ft and over) enjoy a
celebration of sailing solely for the pleasure of owners, their
guests and crew. The magnificent fleet enjoy four days of
spectacular racing, governed by the ORCsy Handicap Rule with
daily pursuit races along the stunning south coast of Antigua.

The racing is very competitive but dedicated to pure fun afloat
and ashore, where all participants enjoy a relaxed party
atmosphere, free from commercial endorsements.

31st JANUARY –
3rd FEBRUARY 2019

www.superyachtchallengeantigua.com

15 FEBRUARY 2019 
Antigua 360 Race 
www.antigua360.com

The third edition of the Antigua 360 Race is open to all yachts
with a valid IRC or CSA or ORCSY Rating certificate. Starting from
Fort Charlotte, outside English Harbour, the circular 56-nautical
mile race provides an excellent challenge to test crew and
equipment. All classes and handicaps considered, come and
line up with the stars of the 600.

The Prize Giving Party will be held at the historic Admiral's Inn,
Nelson's Dockyard.

The 56 mile race circumnavigating
Antigua just prior to the ‘600.

Friday 15th February 2019

Antigua 360
www.antigua360race.com

18 – 22 FEBRUARY 2019
The RORC Caribbean 600 
www.caribbean600.rorc.org

The RORC Caribbean 600 celebrates its 11th year in 2019. 
The race which starts in Antigua on 18 February circumnavigates
11 islands and has proved to be an irresistible temptation for
offshore racers from all over the world. At the 2018 edition a record
entry of 84 yachts from 22 nations enjoyed challenging conditions
amongst the warm waters of the islands. A warm Caribbean
welcome with parties galore means this 600-mile 
Cat 3 offshore race, attracting both professionals and amateurs,
family cruiser racers as well as the latest racing machines,
including superyachts and multihulls, is an essential event in 
this year's racing calendar. Check out the website for charter.

28 FEBRUARY – 3 MARCH 2019 
The St. Maarten Heineken Regatta 
www.heinekenregatta.com

Four days of world-class racing set in the crystal-clear waters of 
the Caribbean and powered by the cooling northeast trade winds.
Custom-tailored racing combines windward-leeward and coastal
races, blended together into an irresistible cocktail of racing
chosen to suit each class, ranging from performance racers, 
Maxi’s and Multihulls to chartered bareboats. The 39th edition 
has all four days of racing count towards the overall result. 
And with Heineken as title sponsor, the racing days blend
seamlessly into four nights of exceptional parties. This event is
your bucket list must-do! Come and enjoy life in the Caribbean,
come for some Serious Fun!
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21 – 24 MARCH 2019
St Barths Bucket Regatta 
www.bucketregatta.com

The 2019 edition of this renowned annual regatta will again draw
magnificent sailing superyachts to beautiful St Barthelemy.

Fabulous tradewind racing conditions and spectacular shoreside
parties with a casual island flavor make this a must do event.

The growing Corinthian Spirit class will enter its third year. 
For more than 30 years the Bucket has maintained its congenial
focus and its non-commercial spirit.
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22 – 24 MARCH 2019 
The St. Thomas International Regatta 
www.stthomasinternationalregatta.com

There’s something for everyone at the St. Thomas International
Regatta (STIR). Set for 22-24 March 2019, this ‘Crown Jewel’ of
Caribbean yacht racing offers one-design, large multihull and
keelboat classes for all types of yachts on a customized mix of
ound-the-buoy and round-the-islands style courses. What’s more,
come early, tune up and race the one-day Round the Rocks race
on 21 March. Plus enjoy the convenience of a one-stop racing
venue at the St. Thomas Yacht Club. There’s nightly
entertainment and dining, plus villas and condominiums are
located within half a mile of the venue. It’s no wonder that STIR’s
motto is ‘We love it here’!

25 – 31 MARCH 2019 
BVI Spring Regatta and Sailing Festival 
www.bvisprigregatta.org

Warm water racing doesn’t get much better than this. A ‘must do’
regatta with a full week of fantastic racing on one-design, multihull,
chartered or HP boats. Charter options available. W/L, Round the
Islands, two Oceans and a Channel for navigational challenges.

Our Regatta Village, located at Nanny Cay is renowned for
welcoming all sailors back to shore for the ultimate Parties in
Paradise. There’s plenty of food, a huge bar and dancing on the
beach and under the stars.

Three Race Areas, International Race Committees, One Amazing
Week of Racing! The BVI is coming back Bigger-Better- Stronger.
Join Us.

  
Hosted by 

MARCH
25TH-31ST
2019

WARM WATER . HOT RACING . COOL PARTIES

14 – 19 APRIL 2019 
10th Anniversary Les Voiles de Saint-Barth 
www.lesvoilesdesaintbarth.com

Next year marks the 10th anniversary of the Caribbean favorite, 
Les Voiles de Saint-Barth and organizers encourage all the 
teams that competed in the inaugural regatta in 2010 to return 
to celebrate both on and off the water! The regatta offers even 
more exciting features, including a fifth day of racing, a variety of
coastal races, and vibrant shoreside parties throughout the week. 
It is also scheduled during the low season in St. Barth, resulting 
in reduced rates for accommodation and dockage. Our free
concierge service can help with all the logistics.  

Early entry encouraged.

27 APRIL – 3 MAY 2019 
Antigua Sailing Week 
www.sailingweek.com

Warm up for the five challenging days by also participating in the
Peters & May Round Antigua Race on April 27th.  Both events are
guaranteed to be exhilarating for participants who range from
fully professional campaigns to crews of friends & family. 

Bareboat and mothership charters can all be arranged through
sponsor Dream Yacht Charter. Race charter options are also
available from reputable partners.

Post-race daily prize-givings and an exciting week-long shoreside
calendar are also part of the experience. 

Discounted shipping options from Antigua to UK, Europe and USA

8 – 16 MAY 2019
Antigua Bermuda Race 
www.antiguabermuda.com

The third Antigua Bermuda Race will be an exciting passage
race following close on Antigua Sailing Week, bringing boats
safely in company to Bermuda to enjoy a respite prior to the
Newport / Solent seasons. Open to yachts & multihulls > 40ft.

CSA, CSA Classic, Superyacht and IRC dual scoring. A provision
of a motor sailing handicap will be overlaid for CSA Cruisers.
Organised by Royal Bermuda Yacht Club in association with
Antigua Sailing Week, sponsored by Bermuda Tourism
Authority, it will be a great way to finish the Caribbean season
and stage yourself for the summer.

ANTIGUA BERMUDA RACE  8 -16 May 2019

www.antiguabermuda.com

by seconds, creating rare fun for the
participants. The courses were all
good choices and on one day the
experienced committee made an
excellent decision to hold the fleet in
port until some inclement weather
had passed through. How refreshing
when compared with some past
experiences! 

It’s an old adage that you cannot
please all of the people all of the
time but Antigua Sailing Week this
year captured a rare atmosphere 
of success in every department – 
not only in the racing organisation
but in the onshore activity and
entertainment as well. In its cyclical
history, Antigua Sailing Week is 
re-discovering its legendary magic
and anyone who has not participated
recently should return in 2019 to
see this for themselves.

The St Barths Bucket is a grand
event with the grandest of yachts.
The history of Bucket racing has an
aura of sailing folklore (much of it
true!) that has been enhanced by 
the eye-popping size of the modern
superyachts now participating as
well as the re-introduction of the
high-tech J-Class yachts recently
being built or renovated. First there
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A J/70 gently
(this is the
Caribbean)
rolls over a
Melges 24 at
the BVI
Spring Series.
The sheer
pleasure of
sailing yachts
in this region
ensures that
anyone who
has raced
here is likely
to make 
every effort to
return. It is
one of life’s
singular 
pleasures and
it does all
sorts of good
for local
economies
which need a
boost right
now... and
will continue
to do so for
several more 
winters yet

was Endeavour, followed by Velsheda
– who would have believed that nine
or more of these spctacular yachts
are now racing regularly? The Bucket
is an event that has grown
exponentially in both the number 
and the size of the yachts taking part.
However, the 2018 edition was in
grave danger of being boycotted by
owners and captains who were
understandably nervous and
concerned about the hurricane
damage to the island infrastructure.
How wrong and unfounded this
turned out to be. This year there 
were 26 yachts participating – in the
past there have been up to 40 in the
fleet. The smaller number of yachts
in the 2018 edition actually made
the regatta a much more enjoyable
event for several reasons. Not least
because the island has a small
infrastructure and all the restaurant
bookings and parking availability
(even scooter rental) were far easier
due to the reduced demand. While
it’s understandable that more
participants make a regatta more
commercially viable, from a
competitor point of view it seems 
big is not always beautiful. However,
competitors and participants

supporting this wonderful regatta 
in 2019 will bring invaluable
contributions to the local economy 
as the island continues its recovery. 

Les Voiles de St Barth is an
excellent regatta and will celebrate
its tenth anniversary in 2019.
Although 2018 was slightly down in
the anticipated numbers attending, it
highlighted again that smaller events
that are well run do have a great deal
to offer aspiring sailors as well as any
professionals. Following some light-
wind affairs in recent years, what was
so different about the 2018 edition
of Les Voiles was the elevated breeze
during the races. On the last day’s
racing, the many yachts that did not
use spinnakers on the downwind legs
fared better than those that did.
Sailing conditions in the Caribbean
do vary enormously each year. 

In 2019 there are 13 main sailing
events offered on the CSA
international regatta calendar. Many
of them include a ‘round the island’
race within the event and a few offer
an optional day of racing generally 
at the beginning of the regatta and
scored separately, and this group
alone has attracted some attempts
at record breaking. They include
Barbados, Antigua (two separate
events), St Maarten, Round the
Rocks in St Thomas, St Barths and
Tortola. There are also many other
local regattas and sailing events that
take place throughout the Caribbean
that use the CSA ratings as well,
particularly in the French Islands. 

The final race on the international
calendar is the Antigua-Bermuda
Race. This offshore sprint is one of
the Caribbean’s newest events, the
successful second running of which
took place in 2018.

Anyone lucky enough to be going
to the Caribbean in 2019 for the CSA
racing should support, if they can,
the events in St Maarten, the USVI
and the BVI regions, where the
islands are still in recovery. St
Maarten Heineken Regatta has
recently announced that the race
format will change from an optional
one day plus three race days to a
four-day regatta. This should prove
very successful and make the regatta
even more attractive, post-RORC
Caribbean 600. The 2018 Caribbean
season was a revelation of change
and diversity and anyone who makes
the effort to go in 2019 will discover
the same satisfaction. For many
years the CSA has been supporting
such aims and the association is the
backbone of a wide experience that
is challenging, different each year
and, happily, available to all.

The full Caribbean racing calendar
including local and regional events
can be found at:
www.caribbean-sailing.com �
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